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          Hosted in partnership with its members:

OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE

Nation Wide Candle Light Vigil to End Hate Crimes 
– 13 August 2009 – 
To Whom It May Concern: 

INTRODUCTION: 

This document serves to invite you to the Candle Light Vigil advocating the increased awareness to end to hate crimes within the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered, Intersex (LGBTI) and other marginalized minorities. The aim of this vigil – to be held around the country, hosted by member tertiary educational institutions – is to unite support and stand in solidarity specifically with the families and communities of LGBTI persons who have suffered violence and cruelty and intimidation prejudiced hands of others.
WHAT IS KALEIDOSCOPE: 

The National LGBTI Youth Leaders Lekgotla was established three years ago as an important forum for the discussion of the social injustices and prejudice, based on sexual orientation, experienced by youth (particularly students) across the country. The Lekgotla aims to develop and implement strategies, in order to eradicate discrimination and hate crimes at tertiary institutions and in the broader community. It sees delegates from these tertiary institutions gathering to discuss and strategize methods of upholding the human rights attributed to LGBTI citizens. The event has grown and developed over the past two years, which has led to a need for and the formation of a national network organization.
In April 2009, The University of Cape Town hosted the 3rd Lekgotla, and the national LGBTI youth-based network organization, Kaleidoscope, was launched. Member at present organizations include: Lesbigay from the University of Stellebosch, Rainbow UCT from University of Cape Town, the University of the Western Cape, OutRhodes from Rhodes University, University of Johannesburg, Activate from the University of the Witwatersrand and Up&Out from the University of Pretoria.
BACKGROUND: 

South Africa has one of the world’s most progressive constitutions and became the first country in Africa to allow gay marriage in 2006, but homosexuality is still widely frowned upon and same-sex unions are often decried as “un-African.”

This is evident in the disturbing increase in the instance, or rather reporting, of murders and “corrective-rape” cases predominantly experienced by people in township and rural areas; and the continued discrimination of people on the basis of sexual orientation.

According to NGO ActionAid, thirty one lesbians have said to have been reported murdered in homophobic attacks since 1998, but LGBTI support groups say the actual number is probably much higher because crimes on the basis of sexual orientation are not recognized in the South African criminal justice system. It is also alarmingly disturbing that police are particularly reluctant to investigate crimes against lesbians and support for survivors is inadequate.

Of the 31 cases, only two cases were brought to South African courts and there has been only one conviction. South Africa has one of the world highest rates of rape but activists say very few cases end in conviction, and women’s groups say police and the justice system have failed to tackle the problem.

On July 8 2007, the bodies of Sizakele Sigasa, age 34, and Salome Masooa, age 24, were found in a field in Meadowlands, Soweto. Sigasa had been shot six times; Masooa had been shot once. Sigasa was openly lesbian and an activist for the rights of people living with HIV/AIDS as well as lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people’s rights. It was from this that a coalition organization of women’s, HIV& AIDS’ and LGBTI rights groups was born: 070707 Campaign to End Hate.
In March 2006 a mob murdered Zoliswa Nkonyana, a 19-year-old lesbian in Khayelitsha. A friend walking with Nkonyana escaped and later recounted how the mob accused them of being “tomboys” who “wanted to be raped.” Nine men were arrested and are standing trial. The case of Zoliswa Nkonyana has been dragging on for more than 2 years and later more than 22 postponements the case has still not been brought to trial. On the eve of Woman’s Day and at the start of ‘Women’s Month’, last week on the 7th of August 2009, activists from around the country marched through the city of Cape Town and handed a memorandum demanding justice to the Western Cape Legislature. 

Another case is that of Eudy Simelane, former Banyana Banyana team player and openly lesbian community activist. The case was finally heard in Delmas during the 29th to the 31st of July 2009. The state today closed its case against the three men accused of robbing, raping and murdering Simelane in April 2008. On day one, state witness Thato Mphiti recanted his previous testimony and took sole responsibility for the crime. Sentencing is postponed to the 26th of August 2009. 
These cases are only a few of many incidents in our country targeting lesbians, gays and transgender people in the last few years. Class, race, HIV status, gender and sexuality have become like pass regulations to many South African women. As Kaleidoscope, we affirm that justice delayed for victims of hate crimes is justice DENIED. We stand united in our efforts to show dissatisfaction in the law enforcement and judiciary sector in dealing with hate crimes and show support for the families and friends of those victims who have yet to see justice served.
Being Hosted by Activate, at Wits University:

Thursday, 13 August 2009

Time: 18:20 for 18:30 (Vigil until 19:30)

Location: Library Lawns, Main East Campus, Yale Rd Entrance.

Guest Speaker: Phumi Mtetwa, director of the Equality Project

Being Hosted by UP & OUT, at University of Pretoria:

Time: 18:00 for 18:30 (Vigil until 19:30)

Location: Library Lawns, Main East Campus, Yale Rd Entrance.

Being Hosted by Lesbigay, at Stellenbosch University:

Time: 18:15 - 19:30

Location: Rooiplein (next to the statue)

Guest speaker: Rev. Laurie Gaum, an openly gay minister in the Dutch Reformed Church and activist.

Being Hosted by OUTRhodes, at Rhodes University:

Time: 18:15 - 19:30

Location: please contact OUTRhodes
CONTACT DETAILS
	Organisation
	Contact Person
	Details

	Kaleidoscope
	Gaby Sanchez

National Convener
084 696 7979

	kaleidoscopenetwork@gmail.com
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LesbiGay Stellenbosch
	Johan Du Toit – Vice Chair
076 976 0352
Simon Jacobs - Treasurer
076 282 0605

	lesbigay@sun.ac.za
Website: http://www.sun.ac.za/lesbigay
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UP&OUT  University of Pretoria
	Melissa Gallinos - Chair
082 5574231
Walter Vice – PR
076 803 5273

	upandout@live.co.za

Website: 

http://www.up-and-out.co.za
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OUTRhodes 
	Lauren O’Brien – Chair
072 229 3386
Rozz Dlamini – Activism

071 081 9489

	outrhodes.society@gmail.com

Website:

http://outrhodes.soc.ru.ac.za/


	
	
	

	Activate  
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University of the Witwatersrand
	Robert Mulligan 

– Vice Chair
072 378 2878

Tish White – Chair
083 947 8853
	activatewits@gmail.com
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Rethink Education. Reinvent Yourself.
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